
	

International Students Policy - 509 

 
Special Character 
 
“Be sure to welcome strangers into your home. By doing this, some people have 
welcomed angels as guests, without even knowing it.” Hebrews 13:2 Contemporary 
English Version (CEV) 
	
Rationale 
Balmoral Seventh-day Adventist School welcomes International Students to enrich 
the learning environment of the school. Since we are all God’s creatures, enrolling 
International Students affords us the opportunity to get to know more of His creation 
and the unique elements of another person’s culture. 
 
Purpose 

1. To ensure that certain minimum expectations are met in caring for these 
International Students in keeping with Christina principals of love and care, 

2. To ensure that the school observes and is bound by the Code of Practice for 
the Pastoral Care of International Students. 

 
Guidelines 

1.    International Student Provider 

The Balmoral SDA School Board of Trustees, or a person with delegated authority, 
may contract an International Student Recruitment Agent to be a provider of 
International Students. 

2. Fees 

            $9,000 including GST per year ($2,250 including GST per term, two terms payable in     
            advance on enrolment, subsequent terms payable in advance). In addition, the   
            following requirements will be paid for separately: uniforms, stationery and extra- 
            curricular activities. 
 

3. Enrolment Procedure 

A copy of the Code of Practice for the Pastoral Care of International Students will be 
supplied to all prospective parents. Enrolment forms will be available from the school 
office or the International Student Recruitment Agent. The enrolment form is to be 
signed by the student’s parents. An information sheet that gives a full and realistic 
picture about what it is like to study at Balmoral SDA School will be provided to the 
parents and student. All international students must hold a valid student visa (or 
visitors visa for courses less than 3 months). All students from Yr 1 - 6 must be living 
with their parent/s in New Zealand. Yr 7/ 8 students must be living with their parent/s 



or a legal guardian. Orientation information will be provided to both parent/s and 
student. Students will be provided with a student buddy from the same first language 
where possible. 

 
4. Attendance 

     It is expected that International Students will attend school every day. Parents/ 
guardians are required to inform the school if a student is to be absent and to furnish 
a reason for the absence. If the school has not been contacted with regard to a 
student’s absence, the school secretary will telephone the student’s home. If an 
unjustified absence occurs for more than 20 days Attendance Services at the 
Ministry of Education will be informed. 

5. Fee Refund and Fee Protection 

     If an International student is unable to complete the period for which feed have been 
paid, they will be entitled to a refund less an administrative expense. The Board of 
Trustees will ensure that sufficient funds are always held in its International Student 
Fees account for this purpose. Refer to the Fee Refund Policy - 407, and the Fee 
Protection Policy 408. 

6.  Class Sizes 

     Balmoral SDA School will endeavour to place no more than five full-time 
International Students in any of its classrooms. This will be carried out at the 
discretion of the Principal. Class placement will be based on age and 
academic ability. 

7. Student rights 

     Once accepted at Balmoral SDA School International students will have the 
same rights to continue being enrolled, to classroom programmes and any 
additional programmes as local students. The Ministry of Education guidelines 
on stand-down’s, suspensions, exclusions and expulsions will apply in exactly 
the same manner as it does for local students. Grievances, concerns and 
complaints procedures will be followed in the same way, also.   International 
students may bring any grievance/ complaint to the attention of the school. 
The complaints procedure will be followed - firstly to the attention of the 
Principal, and if it can not be resolved then it can be taken to the Board of 
Trustees. If the matter is still not resolved the student can take the matter to 
the Dispute Resolution Scheme (DRS). The school will comply with the DRS 
procedures and recommendations. 

8. Travel and Medical Insurance 

     International students will only be enrolled at Balmoral SDA School once proof 
of adequate travel and medical insurance is provided. International students 
are liable for the full costs of any medical treatment they may receive while in 
New Zealand. 

9. Health and safety 

     The health and safety of all international students is of paramount importance 
and students will be looked after with the same care and diligence as any 
student attending the school. Induction and orientation to the school will 



include clarification of the hazards and risk management associated with 
these. 

10. Cross cultural experiences 

     International students will be afforded opportunities to share aspects of their 
culture at school assemblies. The Chaplain will visit the school weekly to offer 
religious and pastoral care. Attendance at an Seventh-day Adventist church 
which reflects his/ her culture will be offered if applicable.     

12. Policy review 

     This policy will be reviewed annually to ensure compliance with the current 
version of the Code of Practice for the Pastoral Care of International Students. 

  

 
 


